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MESSAGE OUTLINE 
 
 
Occasion   : Sunday Morning Service 
Date   : July 1, 2018 
 
TITLE   : THE WORKING OUT OF OUR SALVATION : THE WAY TO BEING PROVED TO BE A  

BLESSING 
Text/s   :  
 
Phil 2:12-16 
12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 
14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither 
laboured in vain. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading : 
 
1 Thess 1:2-10 
2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; 
3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; 
4 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 
5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake. 
6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of 
the Holy Ghost: 
7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 
8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place 
your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing. 
9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God; 
10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from 
the wrath to come. 
KJV 
 
Song/s   : 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 
The Working Out of our Salvation : The Way to Being Proved to Be a Blessing 
 
Phil 2:12-16 
12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 
14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither 
laboured in vain. 
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KJV 
 
 

• We are not told here to work for our salvation, but to work it out—that is, to demonstrate its reality 
in our daily lives 

 
Eph 2:8-9 
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
KJV  
 
Our salvation must be received entirely by grace through faith, not of works (Ephesians 2:8-9), or else it is 
not true salvation. Works can no more keep our salvation than they can earn it for us in the first place. It is 
not faith plus works, but grace through faith.  
 
Nevertheless, a Christian believer, if his salvation has been real, can testify that “I will show thee my faith 
by my works” (James 2:18).  
 
James 2:18 
18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will 
shew thee my faith by my works. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 5:17 
17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new. 
KJV 
 
James 3:13 
13 Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his 
works with meekness of wisdom. 
KJV 
 
Titus 2:11-14 
11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world; 
13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. 
KJV 
 
Titus 2:7-8 
7 In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 
8 Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no 
evil thing to say of you. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 1:3-8 
3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; 
4 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 
5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake. 
6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of 
the Holy Ghost: 
7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 
8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place 
your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing. 
KJV 
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• Good works—consisting of a righteous and gracious lifestyle, considerate of others and obedient to 
Christ’s commands—are the visible evidences of salvation. 

 
We have been “created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). 
 
Eph 2:10 
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:1 
8 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit. 
KJV 
 
 

• The context of our text, in fact, assures us, on the basis of Christ’s sacrificial death, glorious 
resurrection, and exaltation (Philippians 2:8-11), that “it is God which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure” (v. 13).  

 
 
Phil 2:8-11 
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. 
9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 
10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; 
11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
KJV 
 
Phil 2:13 
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 
KJV 
 
God is thereby enabling us to “work out” our salvation in visible practice, through the indwelling Holy Spirit 
of God. 
 
Col 1:29 
29 Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily. 
KJV 
 
Eph 3:7 
7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual 
working of his power. 
KJV 
 
Eph 3:20 
20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us, 
KJV 
 
Eph 1:18-23 
18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and 
what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 
19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the working of his 
mighty power, 
20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the 
heavenly places, 
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21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world, but also in that which is to come: 
22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 
23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
KJV 
 
Thus, it is beautifully appropriate that the life of a genuinely born-again Christian, possessing true salvation, 
should be “blameless and harmless, the sons of God, . . . as lights in the world; Holding forth the word of life 
. . .” (vv. 15-16).  
 
Phil 2:14-16 
14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
16 Holding forth the word of life 
KJV 
 
 

• We do need to “examine [ourselves], whether [we] be in the faith” (2 Corinthians 13:5),  
 
2 Cor 13:5 
5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how 
that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? 
KJV 
 
Gal 6:4 
4 But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in 
another. 
KJV 
 
and we are admonished that “we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments” (1 John 2:3). 
 
1 John 2:3 
3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 
KJV 
 


